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Statistical Regions for EFTA and the Central European Countries 
INTRODUCTION 
There is an ever-increasing demand for statistical 
information at a regional level for the countries of 
Central Europe and the EFTA countries. In order to 
achieve common definitions, Eurostat and the 
National Statistical Institutes of the CECs and 
EFTA have agreed that the regional levels 
contained in this document are to be used by the 
European Commission for statistical purposes 
whenever possible. 
The regions presented in this document have been 
defined according to principles similar to those 
used in the establishment of the community 
nomenclature of territorial units for statistics 
(NUTS). However, the classifications presented 
does not preclude any decision on the NUTS which 
will be taken if some of the countries join the EU. 
For two countries (Estonia and Latvia) the level 3 
regions have been established by grouping the 
level 4 administrative units. For Poland the coding 
structure has only been defined for the second 
level. For these countries temporary codes are 
shown in italics. 
Some regions appear at several levels (example: 
Iceland appears as the country and at levels 1, 2 
and 3). In this case, only one code is assigned. For 
easier selection of the regions at a specific level, 
their names are repeated in the columns 
corresponding to the level to which they belong. 
Annex 1 contains a list of these regions. 
Maps showing the boundaries of the regions are 
included. The maps in this document are simply 
intended to enable the reader to locate the regions; 
the regional boundaries shown are also purely 
indicative. The scale used may differ depending on 
the country. 
A glossary of country names and some other terms 
in German and French are available in Annex 2. 
EFTA COUNTRIES 
The EEA (European Economic Area) comprises 18 
countries - the 15 EU member states and three of 
the EFTA countries (Iceland, Liechtenstein and 
Norway). The fourth EFTA country, Switzerland, is 
not part of EEA. Nevertheless similar codes have 
been defined for regions in Switzerland as well. 
CENTRAL EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 
(CEC) 
The CEC consist of ten countries which have all 
begun the process of accession to the EU. The 
coding system presented in this publication is an 
updated version of the Eurostat working document 
"Statistical Regions for the CEC" published in 
March 1998. 
It should be noted that some countries are 
undergoing, or are likely to undergo, reforms to 
their administrative structure that may result in 
changes to the regions defined in this document. 
RELATED ISSUES 
Statistical regions are defined at three different 
levels. For levels 4 and 5, it is planned to assign 
codes in the EFTA countries. In the CEC no such 
plans exist yet, but an indication of which kind of 
units might be used can be found in Table 1. 
The NUTS nomenclature is defined only for the 15 
member states of the European Union. An updated 
version of the NUTS was published by Eurostat ¡n 
1999. 
Statistical data for the regions comprising the first 3 
levels of the NUTS (EU-15) is available in 
publications and data bases. Main variables are 
published annually in "Regions statistical 
yearbook". Additional variables and time series for 
regional data are available in the data bases 
REGIO and New Cronos. Information regarding 
access to these data is supplied by the Eurostat 
Data Shops (see addresses at the end of the 
publication). 
CONTACT POINTS 
More information on the Statistical regions can be 
obtained from Eurostat, unit E4 (Regional 
indicators and accounts, population and 
geographical information system). 
Fax:+352.4301.34029 
torbioern.carlquist@eurostat.cec.be 
niall.f inn @ eurostat.cec.be 
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